STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes for November 15, 2007

Members Present:  

Dave Barnicle (DB), Chairman, Dave Mitchell (DM), Donna Grehl (DG), Ed Goodwin (EG)

Frank Damiano (FD) at 8:17PM.

OPEN MEETING - 7:02PM

· DB reads Commission Statement to open meeting.

Walk-Ins

· T. Earls – 11 Whittemore Road

· Requests extending Order of Conditions for: 8 Hall Road; 6 Hall Road; 5 Whittemore Road

· DM makes a motion to grant a one-year extension.

· EG seconds motion and questions if one year is sufficient.

· DM amends motion to grant two-year extension.

· VOTE: 3/0/1 (DG abstains) to grant two-year extension to existing Order of Conditions.


· A. Jones – Sturbridge Recreation Committee

· A. Jones discusses the need for additional athletic fields in Sturbridge to accommodate the growing athletic program offered by the town.

· Several Town owned parcels are discussed, in particular the Shepherd Rd. parcel.

· A. Jones states there will be no need for lighting or a permanent structure on the field and the field would become a multi-purpose space to accommodate a range of athletic programs.

· DM stated that the Commission will need to know the amount of clearing necessary for the parking area, whether the area would be for seasonal use, what seasons and the types of uses.  DM stated he would prefer the area be used as overflow in the instance that other fields are all in use.

· D. Barnicle states the Deeds will need to be looked at to determine if there are any deeded restrictions on any of the parcels being considered.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI CONTINUED from 11/1/07 for DEP 300-755: Proposed single family house and septic system at 462 Leadmine Road.  Para Land Surveying, Inc. representing C. Kaitbenski.
DB opens Public Hearing at 7:22 PM

Present: R. Para

Discussion:

· DB states Commission members visited the site and determined there are no concerns with the placement of the septic system.

· Brief discussion of proposed project.

· DM makes a motion to close the public hearing and issue an approval Order of Conditions.  EG seconds motion.

· VOTE: 3/0/1 (DM abstains) in favor of issuing an approval Order of Conditions.

Hearing closed and Order of Conditions to be issued.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI CONTINUED from 10/18/07 for DEP 300-750: Proposed garage, parking and driveway at 25 South Shore Drive.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc. representing P. Mimeault.

** D. Grehl recuses herself.
DB opens public hearing at 7:30PM

Present: D. Roberts and L. Jalbert of Jalbert Engineering, Inc.


   P. and R. Mimeault, property owners.


   G. and M. Allard, abutters.


   E. Krochmalnyckyj, abutter.

Discussion:

· DB expresses concern or continuing the Conservation Public Hearing in light of legality issues raised at the ZBA hearing regarding this project.
· D. Roberts states the issue surrounds the “grandfather clause” within the jurisdiction of the Zoning Board and Massachusetts General Laws.  He adds the question is if the garage is considered a residential structure.
· DB states the Conservation decision will be moot if the ZBA does not issue the special permit.
· D. Roberts states he is looking for a concurrent approval from all Sturbridge Boards who will hear this project.  He adds this hearing is to determine if the site has met the standards set by the Conservation Commission regardless of decisions rendered by other boards.  He further adds he would like the hearing to close at this meeting.
· General discussion of concerns raised by Town Planner, Board of Health, and ZBA regarding the legality and other potential site issues.
· Discussion of irrigation and well proposal to ensure plantings remain healthy and viable.
· D. Roberts presents revised plans to Board and highlights changed made in response to requests of the Commission.  In particular: excavation, construction sequencing, and disturbance.  He addressed questions raised by the Board regarding the revised plans.
· D. Roberts submits updated Gantt chart.
· P. Mimeault reviews changed to Gantt chart and addresses questions raised by the Board in response to those changes.
· Detailed discussion of timeline and proposed method for earth removal from the site.
· G. Allard, abutter, expresses his concerns for drainage on South Shore Drive.
· E. Krochmalnyckyj, abutter, comments that she feels the applicants have done their best to accommodate the Commission and the abutters of this project to the best of their ability.
· D. Roberts discusses annotated Order of Conditions.
· EG questions installation of a swale.  D. Roberts states a swale in a Right of Way raises liability and maintenance issues for the installer.
· P. Mimeault discusses the addition of an Erosion Control Monitor as a Special Condition.
· D. Roberts summarized changes made to standard Order of Conditions and adds most changes were editorial, with some additions, but no structural changes.
· DM makes a motion to close the public hearing and order an approval Order of Conditions.  EG seconds motion.
· DB expresses his personal concerns with the project and states he is not “wildly unenthusiastic” about this project.
· General discussion of maintenance to South Short Drive during and immediately following construction.
· VOTE: 3/0 in favor of closing the public hearing and issuing approval Order of Conditions.
Hearing closed and approval Order of Conditions to be issued.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI for DEP 300-759: Proposed building addition, garage removal, and associated driveway work at 12 Birch Street.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc. representing J. Wiseman

DB opens Public Hearing at 8:10PM

Present: D. Roberts of Jalbert Engineering, Inc.


   J. Wiseman, property owner.

Submittal: Newspaper advertisement and abutter notification receipts.

Discussion:

· D. Roberts reviews existing plans and proposed project with the Board.   He states the project encroaches upon the 50-foot no new structure zone.  He adds the applicants are proposing to plant additional trees to create a buffer.

· D. Roberts states the project has an increase of lot coverage from 10.93% to 13.75 % which is offset by the decrease in impervious area.

· DG questions if the lot will have lawn.  D. Roberts replies yes but the applicant is open to suggestions from the Board.

· Discussion of existing lot features.

· DM questions the additional square footage that will be in the 50’ buffer.  D. Roberts states an additional 100 sq. ft.

· DB states the Board generally does not make exceptions to the 50’ no new structure zone.  D. .Roberts responds that it can be waived on a case by case basis.

· DM point out sensitive areas on the plans.

· DB states the Board would like to have a site visit and asks the 50’ buffer zone be staked.

· D. Roberts states there is existing pavement and structure within the 100’ buffer.  He adds all the runoff from the addition will be routed to a new 500 gallon leaching pit.

· DG asks if the property is seasonal or year round.

· EG states he would like to visit the site.

· J. Wiseman states he is willing to escort the Board around the property to better describe the project.

· Discussion of the 50’ By-Law.

· J. Wiseman describes the existing structure and states he is willing to mitigate to make the Board happy.

** FD arrives.

· DB states the Board will schedule the site visit.

Hearing continued to December 6, 2007 at 8:30PM.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI for DEP 300-758:  Proposed 43 mobile home addition and storm water management at 1 Kelly Road.  PB Hatch, CE, representing the Sturbridge Retirement Co-Op.
DB opens Public Hearing at 8:25PM

Present: P. Hatch, CE

Submittal: Newspaper advertisement and abutter notification receipts.

Discussion:

· P. Hatch reviews existing site plans and proposed project overview with Board.  He describes the current site and history of the property.

· Discussion of site location.

· P. Hatch describes the Title V violations that led to the proposal for a septic treatment system.  He adds the treatment facility with a leaching field will service the new proposed homes as well as some of the existing sites.

· FD questions the current water supply.  P. Hatch states there are four wells on site.

· DM questions the proposed treatment system and the topography of the site.  P. Hatch describes the previous gravel operation that was on site which required a buffer zone and adds that buffer will be removed for this project.

· DB asks if the leaching field is a retention basin.  DG question if it is for stormwater management only.  P. Hatch states it is stormwater management and describes the water quality expected from the leaching field.

· Discussion of the proposed work within the buffer zones.

· DM asks about stormwater flow from existing structures. P Hatch states it is not being constructed to accommodate the existing structures.

· FD states he would like to see detailed plans of the proposed treatment facility.  DM asks if the facility would be under state inspection requirements.  P. Hatch states the treatment system is already permitted for the site.  He adds the leaching field and the buffer zone contributed greatly to the design of the site.

· DB states he would like a site visit.

· Discussion of gravel pit and restoration of gravel area on site.

· DB questions tree removal.  P. Hatch points out location of potential tree removal.

· DM asks about location of the 43 new homes.

· DB states the Board will schedule a site visit.

· P. Hatch offers to have the wetland specialist accompany the Board on the site visit.

Hearing continued to December 20, 2007 at 7:30PM.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI for DEP 300-760: Proposed septic system repair at 98 Gladding Lane.  Green Hill Engineering, Inc. representing T. Paquin.

DB opens public hearing at 8:44PM.

Present: M. Farrell of Green Hill Engineering, Inc.

Submittal: Newspaper advertisement and abutter notification receipts.

Discussion:

· M. Farrell reviews plans and describes project to the Board.

· EG questions if it will be moved further away from the lake.  M. Farrell states the system could be moved.

· Discussion of well and proposed system with a check valve.

· FD questions the depth of the pipe at the road crossing.  M. Farrell states two to three feet.

· Discussion of drainage.

· DB states he would like to have a site visit and requests the area be staked.

Hearing continued to December 20, 2007 at 7:50PM.

PUBLIC HEARING

NOI for DEP 300-757: Massachusetts Turnpike Authority request to realign the snow plow ramp near the Cedar Street overpass and off the MA Turnpike (Rte. 90)  Related to DEP 300-568 (Expired)
DB opens the Public Hearing at 8:53PM

Applicant representative is not present at the request of DB.

Discussion:

· DB states the Board received a detailed plan of the plunge pool as requested and describes changes to the proposed plan.  He adds there is an addition of a Cape Cod berm.

· DG questions the Cape Cod Berm.  EG states it is tar, not dirt.

· DG questions maintenance plan.  DB states there will be no maintenance plan as it is not manageable.

· DM asked when the work was to be completed.

· DB stated in one to two years, according to the representative.

· DM motions to close the public hearing and issue an Order of Conditions.  FD seconds motion.

· VOTE: 4/1 (DG opposed)

Hearing closed Order of Conditions issued.

Other Business

1. 160 Lake Road Site Visit – Preset: Richard Predella - property owner.
· DB states the project is stonewall repair with receded stairs.
· FD states the staircase will demolish the wall. DB states the applicant is rebuilding the wall, using flat stone, and replacing railroad timbers.
· FD questions if this requires a full Notice of Intent (NOI).  EG states wall repair can be done on letter permit only.
· Discussion about plantings and proposed no mow zone.
· EG motions to issue approval letter permit.  DM seconds motion.
· DG states she would like to visit the site after the work is complete.
· FD states he feels this amount of work should require an NOI and a Certificate of Compliance.
· VOTE: 5/0 in favor of issuing approval letter permit.
CPA Update

· EG states the CPA completed the R Restrictions for Conservation review and approval.

· EG states the “Riverland” is now owned by the Town of Sturbridge.

ZBA Update

· No update.

New Business

· DM states he received a notice from the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage.

· DG suggests more involvement from Conservation in Public Education.  She adds that accompanying Orders of Conditions and letter permits with information brochures could help educate residents.

· FD requests an update on the search for a new Conservation Agent.  DB states the interviews will begin the following day.

Correspondence

· Westford Water Department regarding a Pesticide Workshop on 2/13/08.
· Request for Conservation acknowledgment for a building permit application at 338 Leadmine Rd.  DB states he would like to walk the site and verify there are no wetlands present.
· Request from Horn & Hastings regarding any boating restrictions on Long Pond.  DM states he believes the Army Corps of Engineers holds the easements and would determine any restrictions.
· Email from J. Malloy regarding bridge reconstruction on newly acquired OSV property.  Discussion with PLAC member P. McGarrah regarding locations of bridges and trails on Town owned properties.
Old Business

· Leadmine Rd. Trail Entrance and Parking.  DB states he and T. Chamberland walked the site and have a proposal in to the DPW for expanding the parking area.
Site Visits

· No questions or comments from the Board regarding recent site visits to 160 Lake Road, 5 Harding Lane, or The Trail.
Other Business

· 500 Main Street – Request for Certificate of Compliance – no objection from the Board, Certificate to be issued.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:38 PM
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